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is surrounded with vast stagnant marshes, fruitful
sources of malaria and fever. There is no spring,
and the summer is hot, dull, and rainy, the sun at
this season of the year being seldom seen for more
than two days together. Scarlet fever and diph-
theria are seldom absent. Cholera is, however,
unknown. The winter is perhaps the healthiest
season, but even then, when in most parts of
Siberia the sun is shining in a cloudless sky,
Tobolsk is wreathed in damp mists from the fever
swamps surrounding it. It is hard to imagine a
more melancholy and depressing place than it must
be in the summer months, and prisoners say they
would rather be sent to Nertchinsk for ten years,
than have to spend two at Tobolsk, although it is
so much nearer home and European Russia. A
curious discovery was made here in 1862 by the
superintendent of police. Some excavations were
being made by some workmen in the lower towii,
when they came upon a number of large subter-
ranean passages running in all directions %nd ob-
structed every fifty yards or so -by massive iron
gates. News of this was at once telegraphed to
Petersburg, when, to the surprise of the inhabitants,'
a message came back, ordering that the places
excavated 'should be closed up at once* As the
order came direct from the czar, there was nothing
to be said, and the existence of the tunnels, or how
they ever came there, remains, a mystery to the pre-
sent day. The passages are said to exist only iii.
the lower town. There are none under the hills
where the government buildings are situated, which
inclines some to the belief that they were built' by